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INVOCATION -

( Benorp THis cup oF wiNg! Let it be a symbol ‘
of our joy tonight as we celebrate the festival of |
Pesah. g ‘

@ On this night, long years ago, our forefathers
hearkened to the call of freedom. Tonight, that call
rings out again, sounding its glorious challenge,
commanding us to champion the cause of all the
oppressed and the downtrodden, summoning all the
peoples throughout the world to arise and be free.

@ Let us raise our cups in gratitude to God that
this call can still be heard in the land. Let us give
thanks that the love of freedom still burns in the
hearts of our fellowmen. Let us pray that the time
be not distant when all the world will be liberated
from cruelty, tyranny, oppression and war. -
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LET MY PEOPLE GO

@ We have dedicated this festival tonight to the
dream and the hope of freedom, the dream and the
hope that have filled the hearts of men from the
time our Israelite ancestors went forth out of Egypt.
Peoples have suffered, nations have struggled to
make this dream come true. Now we dedicate
ourselves to the struggle for freedom. Though the
sacrifice be great and the hardships many, we shall
not rest until the chains that enslave all men be
broken.

@ But the freedom we strive for means more than
broken chains. It means liberation from all those
enslavements that warp the spirit and blight the
mind, that destroy the soul even though they leave
the flesh alive. For men can be enslaved in more
ways than one.

@ Men can be enslaved to themselves. When they
let emotion sway them to their hurt, when they
permit harmful habits to tyrannize over them—
they are slaves. When laziness or cowardice keeps
them from doing what they know to be the right,
when ignorance blinds them so that, like Samson,
they can only turn round and round in meaningless
drudgery—they are slaves. When envy, bitterness
and jealousy sour their joys and darken the bright-
ness of their contentment—they are slaves to them-
selves and shackled by the chains of their own

forging.

@ Men can be enslaved by poverty and inequality.
When the fear of need drives them to dishonesty
and violence, to defending the guilty and accusing
the innocent—they are slaves. When the work
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GO DOWN MOSES

L
When Israel was in Egypt’s land,
Let my people go!
Oppress’d so hard they could not stand,
Let my people go!

“Go down Moses, way down in Egypt’s land;
Tell old Pharoah, ‘Let my people go! ”

)

“Thus saith the Lord,” bold Moses said,
“Let my people go!
If not I'll smite your first-born dead,
Let my people go!

“Go down Moses, way down in Egypt’s land;
Tell old Pharoah, ‘Let my people go!”

&)
The Lord told Moses what to do,
Let my people go!
To lead the children of Israel thro’,
Let my people go!

“Go down Moses, way down in Egypt’s land;
Tell old Pharoah, ‘Let my people go!" ™

4.
When they had reached the other shore,
Let my people go!
They sang a song of triumph o’er,
Let my people go!

“Go down Moses, way down in Egypt’s land;
Tell old Pharoah, ‘Let my people go!"”
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THE FOUR QUESTIONS

@ Why is this night of Pesah so different from all
other nights of the year? On all other nights, we eat
either leavened or unleavened bread; why, on this
night, do we eat only mazzab, which is unleavened
bread? On all other nights, we eat vegetables and
herbs of all kinds; why, on this night, do we eat
bitter herbs especially? On all other nights, we
never think of dipping herbs in water or in anything
else; why on this night, do we dip the parsley in
salt water and the bitter herbs in baroset? On all
other nights, everyone sits up straight at the table;
why on this night do we all recline at the table?

THE NARRATIVE 1238

( Indeed, this night is very different from all the
other nights of the year, for on this night we cele-
brate one of the most important moments in the
history of our people. On this night we celebrate
their going forth in triumph from slavery into
freedom. '
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THE THREE SYMBOLS OF PESAH

@ In the celebration of the Pesah Seder, there are
many interesting and important symbols, but there
are three among them that are so important and so
meaningful that, in the words of Rabban Gamaliel,
no Seder is really complete unless they are fully
explained. These symbols are: the pesan, the Maz-
zAH and the MAROR.

The leader raises the shankbone and says:

(@ THIS BONE OF A LAMB IS THE SYMBOL OF THE
PESAH LAMB. After many years of wandering in
the desert, the Israelites came to dwell in their own
land, where each year, they would gather together
to celebrate the Exodus from Egypt with rejoicing
and festivity. Families would come from all parts
of the land for the occasion, and each family would
bring a lamb as its special offering in honor of the
festival. |

The leader raises the mazzah, and says:

@ WHY DO WE EAT ONLY MAZZAH TONIGHT?
When Pharaoh let our forefathers go from Egypt,
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Photographed by Michael G. Moskow - 2014



Photographed by Michael G. Moskow - 2014



CALL TO HALLEL

@ In every generation, every Jew should fee]
as though he himself took part in the Exodys
from Egypt; as the Torah tells us: “And thou shalt
tell thy son on that day, saying, ‘It is because of
what the Lord did for 7ze when I came forth out of
Egypt.”” In this generation, too, we should fee] as
though we, ourselves, went free when our fore-
fathers left Egypt.

@ We should therefore sing praises and give thanks
to him who did all these wonders for our fathers
and for us. He brought us from slavery to freedom,
and from sorrow to joy, from mourning to festiv-
ity, from darkness to light, and from bondage to
redemption.

@ Let us express our grateful joy, let us sing a new
song before him. HALLELUJAH!

PRAISE THE LORD

Praise the Lord! One accord, Lo! The Spring joy doth bring
Sound throughout creation Winter's frosts are ended,

Laud and sing, honor bring Gladness reigns, life remains,
Him without cessation, With sweet pleasure blended,

And His fame loud proclaim God doth bear what His care
Every land and nation. And His love defended.

Father, we pray to Thee
Let Thy grace be o’er us!

Let Thy light, in our might!
Show the paths before us!

Ours Thy love, from above,
And Thy grace which bore us.
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BENEDICTION OVER MAZZAH
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( PrAISED BE THOU, O LORD OUR GOD, KING OF THE
UNIVERSE, WHO BRINGEST FORTH BREAD FROM THE
EARTH.

([ PRAISED BE THOU, O LORD OUR GOD, KING OF THE

»  UNIVERSE, WHO HAST SANCTIFIED US WITH THY
COMMANDMENTS AND BIDDEN US EAT UNLEAVENED
BREAD ON PASSOVER.
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(( PRrAISED BE THOU, O LORD OUR GOD, KING OF THE
UNIVERSE, WHO HAST SANCTIFIED US WITH THY

-
COMMANDMENTS AND BIDDEN US EAT BITTER HERBS
ON PASSOVER.
@ May the sweet haroset which we eat with these
bitter herbs be for us a symbol of the hope of free-
; dom which enabled our ancestors to withstand the
b

bitterness of their slavery.
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