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WHEN 138 SOLDIERS WERE LOST – A Tragedy of Two Years Ago 
 

The Jewish Chronicle 

May 18, 1945 

 

 A story of events which brought tragedy and bereavement to many parts of the Yishuv when it 

happened has now been permitted to be published (writes our Jerusalem correspondent).  The story 

concerns the loss of 138 members of the Palestinian R.A.S.C. unit when their ship went down two years 

ago on the way to Malta.   

 

 They were en route, though they did not know that, to prepare for the participation in the landing 

in Sicily.  They had just concluded the May Day celebration on board when the sound of ‘planes was heard.  

Their ack-ack guns opened fire and their ship, sailing near a tanker, became the chief target of the 

Luftwaffe.  Their vessel was hit by a stick of bombs, and within four minutes, before the men knew what 

had happened, she had sunk.   

 

 Some of the soldiers were not able to get on deck from below.  Others, who jumped into the water, 

managed to stay afloat by holding on to spars of wreckage.  A few were able to get a raft afloat.  Most of 

the men were in the water for several hours before being picked up and taken to various North African 

ports. 

 

 Except for the 1,400 Jewish soldiers who were taken prisoner in Greece and Crete, and are now 

liberated, this was the greatest loss which the Yishuv suffered from a single action.   


